IX. ABOUT SODA WATER; ABOUT KEEPING
COOL
BY E. E. SLOSSON
From Chats on Science
ALL the fun of discoveries and wonderful new ideas seem
to be with the scientists today. Long ago, we sat at
the feet of story-tellers to hear of marvels; now, we listen
to scientists. Not all scientists, for many of them speak
a language we cannot understand and of ideas we have
not the training to grasp. But there are many scientists
writing now who like to pass on new scientific ideas to
ordinary people, among them this American writer. Hej
has the gift of simplifying ideas and of getting us to think
scientifically by talking about everyday things like hot
weather and soda water.
ABOUT SODA WATER
WHEN you are hot and tired from a long walk you
naturally drop into the nearest drugstore and take a
seat on the wire-legged stool before the marble monu-
ment and say to the young man in the apron, * Plain
soda, please.5 Natural enough it is. But funny when
you think of it. For what you are paying for is the
very thing that you are most anxious to get rid of.
What you suck in through the straw is just what you
expel with every panting breath.